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Introduction 1982
Expositio Sancto Ioanni Paulo II dedicata

 

The canonization of John Paul II is an extraordinary opportunity to recall the meaning of Padua for the Polish 
culture and science. The fact that so many generations of Poles were studying in this city, becomes one of 
the most signifi cant and distinctive elements of common past which was refl ected in offi  cial speeches of the 
Pope during his pastoral visits in 1982. The words expressed at that time, concerning the historical relations 
as well as the formulated in a similar way by both nations aspirations and ideas, became the central theme 
of this exhibition. The active, at that time, contacts were mostly related to the reputation of the university 
attended by thousands of students from all over Europe. Among them was a signifi cant number of citizens 
of the old Republic of Poland, heading for the city which was luring them not only due to the scientifi c, but 
also cultural atmosphere. There were also a lot of travelers and pilgrims in Padua whose presence extended 
the list of souvenirs related to Poland. 
They could be found particularly in the Basilica of Saint Anthony and in the Historical Archive of Padua University. 
The selected examples of our presence in the Italian city, displayed at the exhibition, undergone the consultation 
with the collection of the Jagiellonian University Museum - Collegium Maius in Cracow. There were chosen, 
for instance, the retained pictures of students of Paduan Athenaeum who strived for ecclesiastical and 
vice-chancellor’s offi  ces, referring simultaneously to particularly strong bonds of John Paul II 
with His home university and academic environment.

I am happy that I came to Padua - a city which was rated in antiquity 
among “urbes opulentissimae” and was one of the � rst to be opened 

to Christianity, remaining – except the changing periods of pros and cons 
– the cultural centre and di� erent historical experiences, which is proved 

by the old walls, churches, Regency palaces and University.

   John Paul II’s greetings aimed at the civilian authorities 
at Piazza Garibaldi (Padua, 12 September 1982)

“



University of Padua Jagiellonian University in Cracow

M
ikołaj Kopernik (Nicolaus Copernicus), 1473-1543

Gaude, felix Padua, quae thesaurum possides ” Universa universis patavina libertas ”  Plus ratio quam vis ”
Basilica of Saint Anthony in Padua
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Padua, which is one of the main communicative hubs leading to Rome, was visited not only 
by thousands of students but also by numerous travelers. Some of them found here the way of 
all fl esh. In order to commemorate one of them, namely Erazm Kretkowski, Jan Kochanowski 
made up a grave poem. Carved in the stone Epitaphium Cretcovii is considered to be the 
fi rst printed work of the poet (Basel 1560) and constitutes one of the most precious monu-
ments of Polish culture in this part of Europe. The illustration (at the bottom) represents the 
reconstruction of the gravestone whose architecture was removed from the chapel where one 
can fi nd only the bust plaque today. There are also illustrations of other gravestones such as: 
Andrzej Kański (ob. 1586), Mikołaj Ponętowski (ob.1598), Stanisław Antoni Friznekier (ob. 
1687), Adam Żaliński (ob. 1601).

The reliquary with the remains of Polish Saints. The oldest dates back to the fi f-
teenth century. The next was donated by Third Order of St. Francis and continu-
ing its tradition the Secular Franciscan Order in Poland. The reliquary of Divine 
Mercy contains the relics of John Paul II and Faustina Kowalska (introduced into 
the Basilica on the 30 March 2014).

The bust of the polish king
Jan III Sobieski

I come here as a pilgrim among pilgrims, who arrive here from all over the world lured 
 by the fame of a famous sanctuary treasuring the digni� ed remains; a sanctuary dedicated to the 

Mother of God is like a symbol of old, strong belief of the people righteously bursting with pride of 
their past and simultaneously open to great expectations of the future. “

“
“

Being over� owed with great joy I stay here among you, at this famous university, 
and together with my greetings I show my deep respect for the culture represented by 
you as well as for this privileged place where this culture was manifested in a special 
way leaving an indelible record in human minds. [...]
� e reason for this joy is also related to the fact that I may emphasize the relations 
between Padua University and my Home Country. Dating back to the thirteenth 
century there was a great number of Polish students in Padua which, in those days 
and later, educated them to become physicians, philosophers, naturalists, mathema-
ticians and people representing responsible jobs in the church hierarchy. For that re-
ason in 1964, commemorating the six-hundredth jubilee of the founding of Cracow 
University, I felt obliged to visit your university. In a sense, a Polish heart is beating 
here as well: I am touched and I would like to thank you on behalf of my Nation!

„Paduan liberty, universally and for all” – says the motto of the 
Padua University. There are respected souvenirs commemorating 
the presence of Poles within the meritorious Athenaeum, such 
as: paintings in, the so called, Hall of the Forty, entries in the 
Certifi cate of Polish Nation and the coat of arms of Polish 
students. In one of the sections of the City Museum there is 
a seal Natio Polona placed at the bottom.

Among the fi gures, 
exceptionally bound up with 

the Paduan Athenaeum, is 
Jan Zamoyski (vice-chancellor 

of the University of Law) or 
Witelo (born ca. 1237) 

a Silesian scientist who 
gained fame due to his 

treatise in optics and visual 
physiology.

As a term, sancti� ed by the centuries-old usage, you fall into the habit 
of recalling the name of “Reason” for the hall where your fathers, representing 

di� erent groups and social strata were “reasoning”, analyzing the issues and 
problems of common interest and bene� t, as well as discussing them whereas 

the court o�  cials were occupied with the law in the light of reason.
 Such beautiful and binding appellation cannot suggest, by analogy, some kind 

of re� ection. I recall another saying which has been carved in the portal 
of the University in Cracow, so dear to my heart: Plus ratio quam vis 

(Let reason prevail over force)

I wish you, the Jagiellonian University, 
in the seven-hundredth jubilee of your existence 
to remain faithful to this academic motto 
[Plus ratio quam vis]. May your presence 
in contemporary Poland serve the victory 
of a dignifi ed Man who is a free 
and rational being. ”

he foundation act of 
the Cracow University 
from 1364 issued by 
the king Casimir the Great.

John Paul II

John Paul II

John Paul II

Hic te, Cretcovii, mors et tua fata manebant,
Cum terras omnes et cum maria omnia circum

Lustrares, nullo defessus membra labore.
Te rapidus Ganges, gelidaeque Borysthensis undae,

Te Tagus et Rhenus, te ripa binominis Istri,
Et septem gemini noverunt ostia Nili.

Nunc concessisti magnum visurus Olympum
Aethereasque domos, ubi diis immistus inanes
Et curas et spes hominum lamentaque rides.

Jakub Nayman (Naymanowic), ca 1584-1641 Adam Opatowicz (zwany Pantinus), 1574 -1647


